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NOTICES OF THE DEATHS OF SOME MEMBERS 

OF THE ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY AND PROMINENT 

ILUNOISANS. 



EUGENE B. PAYNE. 

General Eugene B. Payne of Washington, D. C, died 
at the National Homeopathic hospital in that city April 
6, 1910, from the result of a fractured hip sustained by 
him March 18. Funeral services were held at the First 
Congregational church at 2 p. m., on Friday, April 18, 
and were conducted by the Eev. Samuel H. Woodrow, 
pastor of the church. The ritual service of the Grand 
Army of the Eepublic was read by M. L. Leonard, com'- 
mander, and Jerome F. Johnson, chaplain of Bumside 
post in the city of Washington. The pall-bearers were 
chosen from the Loyal Legion and from the post. Burial 
was made in Arlington national cemetery, the funeral 
procession being met at the gate by an escort of infantry 
detailed from Fort Meyer, which, after the commitment 
service, fired the last salute. 

General Payne was bom at Seneca Falls, N. T., April 
15, 1835, and was the eldest son of Thomas Hubbard 
Payne and his wife, Susannah Newcomb (Smith) Payne 
of that place, later pioneer settlers in the township of 
Fremont, Lake county, Illinois. The first ancestor of the 
family in this country was Thomas Paine, who came to 
Plymouth colony about 1622 and became a prominent 
man of his time. General Payne's grandfather. Judge 
Elisha Payne, founded the town of Hamilton, N. Y., and 
was one of the organizers of Colgate University. 
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General Payne was educated in the public schools of 
Lake county and at the old academy in Waukegan, Illi- 
nois, and entered the first class of the law department of 
Northwestern University, graduating in 1860 with the 
degree of LL. B., and being admitted to the bar the 
same year. 

In April, 1861, he assisted in raising the first full com- 
pany of volunteers from Lake county, and was elected 
as its second lieutenant. After a month's service at 
Springfield the quota of Illinois for the three months' 
service being full and the company unable to muster 
under the first call for volunteers, the men returned 
home, but nearly all speedily re-enlisted under a call 
soon issued for three year's volunteers, the subject of 
this sketch being chosen as captain in what became Com- 
pany C, 37th Illinois Infantry. With this conamand he 
participated in the battles of Pea Eidge and Prairie 
Grove, being wounded and having a loved brother killed 
at his side in the first named engagement. Throughout 
the siege of Vicksburg General Payne was in command 
of the rifle pits on the south of the besieged city, under 
General Herron, and entered Vicksburg with General 
Grant after the surrender, only to fall seriously ill as a 
result of the strain of the precedings months and the 
malaria he had contracted from the exposure. Having 
been promoted to the rank of major prior to the battle of 
Prairie Grove and the Vicksburg campaign, he was fre- 
quently in command of the regiment. After a few weeks' 
illness he returned to duty and was promoted to the rank 
of lieutenant colonel. 

With General John C. Black, his long time companion 
in arms, he commanded an expedition up the Eio Grande 
river which was of international importance. At the 
close of the war he was breveted colonel and brigadier 
general by the president for brave and meritorious 
conduct. 

From 1866 to 1869 General Payne represented Lake 
county in the Illinois legislature, and during his second 
term served as chairman of the finance committee of the 
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lower house. For several years he resided at Waukegan 
and later at Evanston, being actively engaged in the 
practice of law until 1887, when failing health ended his 
professional career. He and his family then made their 
residence in Cleveland, Ohio, for some time. For a num- 
ber of years he has been a member of the board of review 
in the pension bureau at Washington, D. C. In 1905 he 
compiled a *' Digest of Decisions of the Department of 
the Interior in Appealed Pension and Land Bounty 
Claims,'^ with annotations, which was published by the 
government and is now in use in the pension bureau. 
He was at work on a comprehensive text book of pension 
law for the profession when he died. 

On January 26, 1862, General Payne married Miss 
Adelia A. Wright, at the home of her brother, (Justavus 
A. Wright, at Osage, Iowa. Miss Wright was the 
daughter of the late Captain Jonathan Wright of Litch- 
field, Conn. She died in Washington, D. C, April 14, 
1909, and it is thought that her husband never fully re- 
covered from the shock of her death. 

General Payne was a member of the Loyal Legion, the 
Grand Army of the Republic and other veteran and Ma- 
sonic organizations. He leaves one son, Charles Thomas 
Payne, a lawyer of New York city. 



WILLIAM E. HEAD. 

William E. Head, a member of the Illinois State His- 
torical Society, died at his home in Chicago, on the 10th 
day of May, 1910, at the age of eighty years and ten 
months. 

Mr. Head was bom in England and came to America 
and to Illinois when a very young man. He was a rail- 
road man and in his youth employed by the Chicago and 
Alton railroad. He was the station agent of the rail- 
road at Auburn, Illinois, at the time of the opening of the 
civil war. He knew Mr. Lincoln and other prominent 
men of that day. He later became connected with the 
Illinois Central railroad and was for many years travel- 



